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Clown Me In is a clowning and street theatre company founded 
by Sabine Choucair of Lebanon and Gabriela Munoz of Mexico. 

Through interactive workshops and performances, we use
clowning to spread laughter and provide relief in disadvantaged 

communities while shedding light on important social, 
environmental and humanitarian issues. Clown Me In has 

worked with communities around the world, including Mexico, 
Myanmar, the Balkans, Lebanon, India, Brazil, Morocco, Jordan, 

Syria, Greece, Sweden and the United Kingdom.

We are currently a team of 30 people, including clowns/
performers, freelancers and volunteers, an operations officer, 

four project managers, an accountant, and videographer.

Our experience ranges from street performances, to social 
therapy workshops and event hosting. We use creative and 
playful means to work with displaced and/or disadvantaged 

communities and work to bring people together using laughter 
and fun. We also aim to take the arts from urban to rural areas as 

well as from closed spaces to the streets.

2020 was a year disrupted by a national economic collapse, 
a global pandemic and a deadly explosion in Beirut. Through 
exceptionally challenging circumstances, we somehow found 
ways to adapt and respond as best as we could to everything 
that happened. We believe our work involves more than just 

responding to challenging circumstances-it also includes 
creating social awareness among communities in order to break 

patterns of social injustice.

Overview



**All live performances and workshops that happened this year 
took all necessary COVID-19 precautions to ensure the safety of 

our participants and audiences.

Beirut Explosion Relief Efforts
The August 4th explosion at the port of Beirut affected all of us, 

whether directly or indirectly. We began by providing direct, 
on-the-ground relief efforts, helping those whose homes were 

impacted, helping to cover the costs of replacing broken 
windows, and helping to buy food and medicine, as well as 

cover education costs, through our GlobalGiving fundraiser (still 
ongoing as the effects from the blast are far from over). We later 
began by providing psycho-social relief through performances 

for children in the affected areas. 

We spent spent $10,300 on:
Doors and glass repairs/replacement: $4,100

Paying for education: $3,000
Medicine: $1,350

Supporting artists: $1,000
Comic relief tour: $600

Armenia relief: $250

In 2020, Clown Me In partnered with and/or was supported by:
Clowns Without Borders Sweden, UNICEF, KAFA, Payasos Sin 

Fronteras, L’Institut Français du Liban, DROSOS, Friends of 
Kayany and Sesam Foundation.

Our total budget in 2020 was: USD 260.000



IIVVSS (The International Institute for very Very Serious Studies)  
IIVVSS launched its pilot program in September 2019 to develop 
the talents of experienced artists and send them out to engage 
with communities around Lebanon. The Institute brought together 
12 students for an intensive, 7-month training period in the fields 
of participatory art, clowning, mask work, bouffon technique, 
puppetry, physical theatre, and storytelling with professional 
teachers from Italy, the United Kingdom, France, the United 
States, and Lebanon. This first year of students graduated while 
coping with all the difficulties this year brought with it, managing 
to execute a live street performance in Barja that reached 320 
people from the area and an online performance in Baalchmay 
with the local youth. 

This project is funded by DROSOS.

Projects

Click the button to watch the 
IIVVSS Year 1 recap

Click the button to watch the 
Barja performance recap/
behind the scenes

Click the button to watch the 
students’ testimonies



Rally Against Measles
With measles outbreaks becoming more and more common in 
rural areas in Lebanon, this project was designed as an awareness 
campaign for (free) measles vaccinations. Spread across 6 days 
and 30 towns, different teams completed challenges set by 
performers across five moving, themed stations each day, in order 
to reach the maximum number of people and create awareness. 
These outdoor stations created a circuit for the teams to follow, 
watching informative performances and receiving challenges to 
complete before moving onto the next station. The challenges 
involved organizing a mock protest in a public area to raise 
awareness about measles, collecting the contacts of unvaccinated 
people, cooking a healthy meal and making video campaigns 
to post online. The project reached 5,915 people across Beirut, 
Mount Lebanon, the Bekaa and the South. 

In collaboration with UNICEF.

Partially funded by the Wijhat mobility program
by the Culture Resource 



CAPE (Creative Arts for Peace and Equality)
This year’s edition of CAPE (Creative Arts for Change) involved 
workshops in arts-based social therapy for groups of men and 
women, including refugees and migrant workers across Lebanon. 
The project is still ongoing, in accordance with lockdowns and 
other measures, but we have so far given workshops to 101 
people in Beirut, Tripoli and Barja.

Funded by: Clowns Without Borders Sweden.

Click the button to watch one 
of the CAPE final projects



Van 12 and CRC
“Van 12”  is a collaborative street theater performance about 
Children’s Rights that is played by professional performers in public 
spaces around Lebanon. The production is an extension of “The 
Caravan” and “The Caravan Goes To School” shows. For the fourth 
year in a row, the minibus is transformed into a fantastical space 
where each door we open takes the audience into a new world 
and a new child right. Our main story is based on facts gathered 
from Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian children whose rights were 
infringed on and/or not protected. CRC (Celebrating the Rights 
of Children) is a touring project that also brings awareness to the 
fundamental rights of children, as well as touching on themes of 
inclusion and diversity to combat bullying. CRC performances are 
followed by a series of fun and educational games in the form 
of different stations, including painting, interactive theatre, circus 
games and a memory game about the different children’s rights, 
led by our team of clowns. The performances reached 11,606 
people across Lebanon, through 12 shows.

Funded by and in partnership with UNICEF 



WMC (We Must Clown)
This edition of We Must Clown took place between online sessions 
and live sessions (given at an outdoor space at the Golf Club of 
Lebanon to ensure the necessary social distancing measures). 10 
participants were chosen to receive 20 sessions of professional 
clown training, with the aim of devising a touring show across 
different regions and public spaces in Lebanon, as well as creating 
social media video campaigns. (The videos and tour are tentatively 
scheduled for 2021) 

This project is partly funded by the Institut Français and 
Friends of Kayani 

Click the button to watch Rami, a WMC 
participant, finding his clown



Comic Relief Tour
With the support of Payasos Sin Fronteras, we put on a show called 
the Comic Relief Tour, visiting the areas impacted by the blast to 
try and bring back a bit of light to the people, especially the many 
children severely impacted by PTSD. It was one of the hardest 
things we’ve ever done, but we received incredible feedback from 
parents or volunteers about kids who hadn’t smiled or spoken 
since the blast finally starting to express themselves, or leave their 
houses, or just act like kids again. We reached over 2,500 people 
in 15 days in August/September in the heavily impacted areas, as 
well as in December, when we continued the tour to  bring a bit 
of cheer to the people in Beirut and the South during the holiday 
season.

Click the button to watch the Comic 
Relief Tour recap video

Click the button to read one of 
Sabine’s Clown Diary entries



Clowns in Quarantine
To cope with the lockdown and in order to be able to keep in 
touch with each other and our audiences, we hosted Happy (Half) 
Hour Sessions on Zoom, using them as virtual meeting places to 
laugh, do physical and theatrical exercise, and help each other 
through the quarantine. We also created a series of videos in 
collaboration with KAFA on games that can be played alone or 
with the family to pass the time at home. 

Click the button to watch the 
games videos 

Click the button to watch 
one of the Happy (half) 
Hour sessions



• In 2020, Clown Me In and the Caravan Projects are both featured 
as part of the Forces of Art book. FoA includes case studies and 
research which “reveal the importance of independent, collective 
initiatives, of reaching diverse publics, and of creating spaces in 
which to experiment, discover, share ideas, speak openly and 
imagine other realities.” Find out more about the book here

• Sabine Choucair, the founder of Clown Me In, was featured in 
Empowering Women Through Cooking: “a bilingual cookbook 
that aims to empower women by sharing their stories and their 
traditional recipes. The book features between 40-60 women 
from different backgrounds living in Lebanon to celebrate their 
diversity and empower the female community.”

Events and Features



• Sabine was feautured as a performer in Los Justos. an online, 
international theatre-performance series inspired by Albert 
Camus’ Les Justes.

It is a collaboration between 12 artists and 4 organizations from 
different countries. It was created with the support of: The Danish 
Cultural Foundation, Teatro de la Abadía Madrid, Parque Cultural 
Valparaíso in Chile and Trinity Centre Bristol, UK. 

• A panel discussion and a workshop/ lab with the “Online Clown 
Academy” in the UK, focusing on clown activism and how artists 
can use the art of clowning to tackle very, very serious matters.

• Digging into the clown activism of Sabine Choucair and Clown 
Me In, as part of the HowlRound Theatre Commons series on 
Clowns as Activism. Interview by Amrita Dhaliwal and Nathanial 
Justiniano.
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