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Clown Me In is a clowning and street theatre NGO founded by 
Sabine Choucair of Lebanon and Gabriela Munoz of Mexico. 

Through interactive workshops and performances, we use
clowning to spread laughter and provide relief to disadvantaged 

communities while shedding light on important social, 
environmental and humanitarian issues. 

Clown Me In has worked in communities around the world, 
including in Mexico, Myanmar, the Balkans, Lebanon, India, 
Brazil, Morocco, Jordan, Syria, Greece, Sweden and the U.K.

We are currently a team of 24 people, including clowns/
performers and volunteers, an operations officer, four project 

managers, an accountant, and videographer.

Our experience ranges from street performances, to social 
therapy workshops and event hosting, we use creative and 

playful means to work with displaced and/or disadvantaged 
communities.

In 2019, Clown Me In partnered with:
Clowns Without Borders Sweden, The Folke Barnadotte 

Academy, DROSOS Foundation, r and UNICEF, ACF (Action 
Contre Faim), DORCAS, La Mercè Festival, Friends of Kayani, 

House of Peace, Ithra’ Festival (Saudi Arabia), The Palestine Circus 
School, Al Balad Theatre (Jordan), Mouvement Social, IOM and 

Sesam Foundation.

Our total budget in 2019 was: $ 319,634.29

Overview



IIVVSS (The International Institute for very Very Serious Studies)  
Perhaps one of our most ambitious projects to date, IIVVSS 
launched its pilot program in September 2019 to develop the 
talents of experienced artists and send them out to engage with 
communities around Lebanon. The Institute has brought together 
12 students for an intensive, 7-month training period in the fields 
of participatory art, clowning, mask work, bouffon technique, 
puppetry, physical theatre, and storytelling with professional 
teachers from Italy, the United Kingdom, France, the United States, 
and Lebanon. In 2020, the students will be carrying out their field 
work in three different communities around Lebanon.

This project is funded by DROSOS.

Projects

Click the button to watch the 
IIVVSS explainer video

Click the button to watch 
instructor Denise Reinhardt’s 
testimonial

Click the button to watch a 
video about Day 1 at IIVVSS

https://www.facebook.com/iivvssleb/videos/416235135642422/
https://www.facebook.com/iivvssleb/videos/531913140984406/
https://www.facebook.com/iivvssleb/videos/549018572505949/


CAPE (Creative Arts for Peace and Equality)
The follow-up to CATCH (Creative Arts for Change), CAPE gathered 
10 female artists from Lebanon, Syria, Jordan and Palestine for a 
ten-day workshop in Anfeh, where they learned new techniques 
in social therapy, expressive arts, clowning and improvisation 
and multimedia and storytelling. These same artists have been 
working as trainers and facilitators in their home countries, and 
have trained over 300 women and teens in these fields. This 
project was in collaboration with CWB Sweden, The Palestinian 
Circus School and Al Balad Theatre, Jordan. 

Funded by: The Folke Barnadotte Academy

Click the button to watch 
CAPE participant Ranin 
recount her experience

Click the button to watch 
CAPE participant Ghinwa 
recount her experience

https://www.facebook.com/iivvssleb/videos/549018572505949/
https://www.facebook.com/iivvssleb/videos/549018572505949/


Van 12
“Van 12”  is a collaborative street theater performance about 
Children’s Rights that is played by professional performers in 
public spaces around Lebanon. The production is an extension of 
the “The Caravan” and “The Caravan Goes To School”. For the third 
year in a row, the minibus is transformed into a fantastical space 
where each door we open takes the audience into a new world 
and a new child right. Our main story is based on facts gathered 
from Lebanese, Syrian and Palestinian children whose rights were 
infringed on and/or not protected, reaching over 5,000 children 
and adults around the country. 

Funded by and in partnership with UNICEF 

Click the button to watch the 
Van12 2019 trailer

Click the button to watch 
the audience’s reactions

https://www.facebook.com/thecaravanlb/videos/vl.558733114692250/1412840102203398/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/thecaravanlb/videos/2835225729841698/


CRC (Celebrating the Rights of Children)
A touring project to celebrate the fundamental rights of children, 
CRC toured all around Lebanon. After each performance, 
the audience was invited to participate in a series of fun and 
educational games in the form of different stations, including 
painting, interactive theatre, circus games and a memory game 
about the different children’s rights, led by our team of clowns, 
reaching around 4,000 children and adults. 

Funded by UNICEF 

Click the button to watch the 
CRC recap video

https://www.facebook.com/clownmeinpage/videos/414665199467770/


La Mercè Festival
With Beirut chosen as the guest city for Barcelona’s largest annual 
street festival, Clown Me In was invited as one of the groups of 
artists to perform at the festival this year. For the first time, we had 
the chance to perform for a completely new audience outside of 
Lebanon, and put on three performances in different parts of the 
city, reaching around 3,000 people.

Partially funded by the Wijhat mobility program
by the Culture Resource 

Click the button to watch the video 
of our performances in Spain

https://www.facebook.com/clownmeinpage/videos/vl.2205497689759264/959849424357730/?type=1


Clown Me In Annual Tour
We once again hit the road to provide free clown shows around 
the country. Our yearly clown tour happened in April and May of 
2019, in collaboration with Friends of Kayany, with eleven shows 
in Kayany Foundation schools and disadvantaged communities 
around Lebanon, reaching over 2,500 children and adults.

Click the button to watch the annual 
tour recap video

https://www.facebook.com/clownmeinpage/videos/443136236510626/


IOM Workshops
Clown Me In was chosen to implement a project with the 
International Organization for Migration in December 2019 and 
January 2020. It is a project that focused on a community-based 
and focused psychosocial support for displaced and hosting 
communities in Lebanon. Seven of our trainers worked in Baysrieh, 
Tripoli and Baalback with 74 participants of different age groups, 
who acquired an improved skill set, tools and confidence, and 
become advocates of human rights, tolerance, democracy and 
freedom of expression. The sessions implemented in the three 
different centers included icebreaker exercises, participatory art 
exercises and games (clowning and circus), theatre, expressive 
art therapy, storytelling, relaxation techniques, music, and digital 
media exercises.



House of Peace Workshops
We ran an intensive clown workshop with House of Peace this year 
for their Art of Being program. Nine participants, from a range of 
ages and backgrounds, took part of the workshop to learn about 
using clowning as a vehicle for positive social change and devise 
a touring performance to perform on their own, putting on a total 
of five performances and reaching around 300 people. 



Besides being performers, we are also active in voicing our views 
about social, political and environmental issues that affect us:

We took part in the October 17th revolution and took to the streets 
alongside our fellow citizens, marching in the protests, performing 
on the streets, and giving free workshops to help people diffuse 
the stresses and anxieties of the current situation.

Activism

Click the button to watch a short 
video of us at the protests 

https://www.facebook.com/clownmeinpage/videos/445110616415002/


In 2019, Sabine Choucair participated in various events and 
happening around the world with major accomplishments, 
including:

•  Being the first female clown to win the prestigious Il Clown nel 
Cuore award at the Clown&Clown festival in Monte San Giusto 
in Italy

•  Being the first female clown invited to Saudi Arabia to give clown 
workshops, a talk and to perform within the Ithra’ festival

•  Continuing the annual tour for the third year with Clowns Without 
Borders, to follow the refugee route in the Balkans

Events and Awards

Click the button to watch the 
Clown&Clown festival video

https://www.ithra.com/en/speakers/sabine-choucair/
https://www.facebook.com/ClowneClownFestival/videos/419431678979071/


Media Highlights
Click logo to see media

https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/files/live/sites/almonitor/files/images/almpics/2014/05/AL-Monitor-Logo-large4.png
https://en.annahar.com/article/1077331-clowns-of-the-revolution-clowning-around-for-a-cause
https://communicateonline.me/lvt/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/TheNational-1.jpg
https://www.catalannews.com/culture/item/clown-me-in-on-vulnerability-street-attacks-and-growing-up-in-a-warzone
https://scenearabia.com/Culture/Clowns-Lebanon-Clown-Me-In-Refugees-Social-Justice

